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Preventing violent 
radicalization through 
citizenship education



REM ςRights, duties, solidarity:

aims, targets, actions, methods 
and results



The aim of the project

To promote democratic values, fundamental rights, 
intercultural understanding and active citizenship, and, in 
that way, to prevent violent radicalizationthat is strictly 

related to the issues of identity, culture and sense of 
belonging.



Violent radicalization

Processthat pushesan individualor a group to act in 
a violentmanner, joiningan extremistideology.  

The ideologycouldbe religiousbut alsopoliticalor 
social.



Culture, sense of beloning, identity

Beyond to individualbiography, alsocultural factors, the 
senseof belongingto the society in wicha personlives

and the identity, can come into play in joiningor 
rejectingformsof violent radicalization. 



Culture, sense of beloning, identity

REM project designedand realizedtraining 
coursesaimedto promote a dialogue about
cultural differencesand to providecritical
thinking tools to deal with challengesthat
contemporary society posesto the senseof 
belongingand to the identity, expeciallyfor 

personsin situation of personal or social difficulty. 



Rem project take 
inspirationby a good
practice: atraining 
courseorganizedin the 
Dozza prison in Bologna, 
a city in the north of Italy.

Thiscourse, called
άwƛƎƘǘǎΣ duties, 
solidarityέ, involved
prisoners, enrolledat the 
school in prison, coming 
from Muslim countries.



Two editionsof the course
in Dozza prison in Bologna: 
one in school year2014/15 
and the other in school 
year2015/16.

The idea of the courseisby 
Ignazio De Francesco, a 
monkof the «Little Family 
of Annunziata», 
islamologistand volunteer
in Dozza prison for 
relations with Arab/ 
Muslim detainees, who
coordinatedthe teaching 
activities.



Show the intimate
connection between the
rights and duties in building
a civil society.

Indicate in the constitutional
principle of "solidarity" an
ethical valuewell attested in
the islamic sources and
capable of overcoming the
strictly accountinglogicof an
opportunistic observanceof
the rules.

The purpose of Dozza goodpractice

Reading and illustration of some
parts of the Italian Constitutionand
stimulation of the thought of the
participants.



The method

Encouragemutual knowledgeto open 
up to dialogue, an essentialcondition 
for achievingthe definition of a shared
heritage of values, a fundamental
objectiveof the project.

Avoidcensorship/ circumventionof 
all possiblepoints of difference: it
ƳǳǎǘƴΩǘbe a problemto highlight 
certainspecificsof the Italianor 
Europeanconstitutionalprinciplesand 
compare it with different principles.

To be basedon the linguistic, 
religiousand cultural heritage 
of the participantsto the 
training.



The upscaling: target groupsinvolved

- high school studentsfrom 
14 to 17 years

- migrantswho attend
language coursesto obtain
the residencypermit or a 
school diploma

- unaccompaniedforeign 
minorsand asylum
applicantshosted in 
residentialfacilities for 
migrants

- inmatesand former
inmates

In all the groupsinvolvedthere
were femalesand not only
males, unlikethe 5ƻȊȊŀΩǎ
training course



To create new training modules, inspiredby 5ƻȊȊŀΩǎgp
wasnecessaryexpertise in three areas: language, law and 
islamicstudies, so the expertsinvolvedin staff are

The staff to create the training

- language teacher/ 
tutor
- islamologist/cultural 
mediator
- law teacher  



The first adaptationof the 
5ƻȊȊŀΩǎgpwasmade by CPIA 
(public center for adult
education) in Bologna.
The challengewasto adapt for 
first the training out of the 
prison with studentsmale and 
femalesfrom different
countries.

The teachers who runnedthe 
coursewereboth involvedin 
the two editionsof the 5ƻȊȊŀΩǎ
training and knowedit very
well.

Pilot courseςFirst 
adaptationof the gp



Training courses in Germany, Italy , Romania and 
Spain

Cpiasharedlessonplans, toolsand 
methods of the pilot coursewith 
other partners that designedtheir
training modulesand tools, 
adaptingagainthe training to their
different targets and their national
contextsin Germany, Italy, Romania 
and Spain.



Training coursesin Germany, 
Italy, Romania and Spain

The training courses, runnedfrom 
October2018 to January2019, involved
206 persons(migrantsand, in the case 
of Spain, alsonatives).

The participantswere
from 42 different
countriesof Africa, Asia 
and Europe: Albania, 
Algeria, Bangladesh, Benin, 
Belarus, Bolivia, Cameroon, 
China, Colombia, Cuba, 
Ecuador, Egypt, Eritrea, 
Gambia, Germany, Guinea 
Conakry, Iraq, Iran, Ivory 
Coast, Kirghizia, Liberia, 
Mali, Morocco, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, 
Romania, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, 
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Syria, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Ukraine, Vietnam, Yemen.



Training of trainers

After the training coursewith 
migrants, in eachpartner country, 
wererealizedtrainings of trainers, 
to share and to revisetraining 
modulesdesignedin the previous
fase of the project.

131persons, working in fields related to migration, participated. 

Theywereespeciallyteachers, social workers, educators, 
psychologists, trainers but alsopublic officials, localpoliceofficers, 
universitystudents, volunteers. 



Adoption of training modules

The objectiveis that at least 4 
organization of eachǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΩǎ
country wouldadopt the training 
modules.

The partnership alreadyreached
and in some countries expanded
the objective.


